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M I N U T E S   O F   E V I D E N C E 
TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE  

Appointed to examine into the Nature and Extent of the Disturbances which have prevailed  
in those Districts of Ireland which are now subject to the Provisions of the Insurrection Act. 

 
                                                      Lord Colchester in the Chair. 
 

Peter Robinson, Esquire, is called in, and examined, as follows: 
 
 
      You have been employed by government to superintend the emigration of persons from 
Ireland to Canada?  
 
-I was so employed last year, from the south of Ireland. 
 
      What was the nature of your employment -what was the authority you had?  
 
- A letter from Mr. Horton, the Under Secretary of State for the colonies, directing me to make the 
experiment of a limited emigration from the south of Ireland, of five or six hundred persons. 
 
      What was the date of the authority which was given to you? 
 
-I received it in Ireland, the 2d of June last year. 
 
      Under that authority did you proceed?  
 
-I did. 
 
      What steps did you take?  
 
-I made public the terms on which government would send out such persons as were willing to 
emigrate, and had a number of copies of the terms printed and posted up.... 
 
Have you an estimate of the expense?  
 
-I have. 
 
                                          [The Witness reads the same as follows] 
 
      "The most correct estimate of the expense of conveying emigrants to Canada, and settling 
them on their lands, is to be found in the Appendix to the Report of a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, on the employment of the poor in Ireland, during the last Session of 
Parliament, and is as follows: 
 
 



                   For every man   -  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   35 
                   Every woman   -  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  25 
                   Every boy between 14 and 18  -   -   -   - 25 
                   Every child under 14 -   -   -   -   -   -   -  14 
 
      " This includes all expenses; such as superintendence, medical assistance, provisions, a cow, 
farming utensils, &c., as described in the memorandum. 
 
      " The estimate, applied to the actual emigration that took place, gives the following results: 
 
                   182 men, at 35l.  -   -   -   -   -   -      6,370 
                   143 women, at 25l.    -   -   -   -   -     3,575 
                    57 boys between 14 and 18, at 25l.   -     1,425 
                   186 children under 14, at 14l.    -   -     2,604 
 
      13,974 
                   
  Actual expenses incurred  -   -   -   -    11,789  10 10 
 
                Leaves a surplus     -    -   -   -   -      2,184  9 1 
 
      From which the services of the superintendent are to be remunerated. 
 
      Actual expense incurred. 
 
      Expenses incurred by the Navy Board for   
      transport, provisions, medicines, and medical  
      attendance from Cork to Quebec  -  -   3,771  17   7 
 
       Embarking at Cork   -   -   -   -   -   -   -      17 13 3 
 
       Transport from Quebec to their lands, 
        provisions until located, building houses, 
        blankets, farming utensils, seed corn, and 
        potatoes for planting, one cow to each 
        family, and provisions one year after 
        location, &c. &c.                               8,000 
 
      11,789  10  10 
 
      Does that include the transport by sea?  
 
-It does. 
 
      What was the number of persons altogether?  
 
-Five hundred and sixty-eight individuals. 
 
      After the experience you have had in conducting this operation, are you of opinion that it would 
be practicable in future to convey persons in the same mode, and to the same place, at a cheaper 
rate of expense than that which was incurred in the first instance?  



 
-There is a surplus of 2,184l. on the experiment made last year; but from this, the allowance to 
the superintendent for his trouble in placing them in their lands is to be taken. I have stated, " The 
result of this practical experiment shows that the estimate was calculated on sound principles, 
and there is every reason to believe that future emigrations may be carried into effect at even a 
less expense, although the occurrence of casualties might swell the amount of particular items, 
and it would not be safe to make a calculation upon other data." 
 
      When you say less expense, can you give any idea of the degree of saving which you think 
might be effected?  
 
-I think some saving might be made in sending them to Quebec; but I see no way of lessening 
the expense after they are landed there. 
 
      In the voyage, under what head could the saving accrue? 
 
-I have seen an account from the Navy Board, but not in detail; it merely states the expenses of 
the Stakesby to be 1,125l. and the Hebe 976l. provisions and medicines 1,670l. This last sum is 
much higher, and bears no proportion to the expense of provisioning them for the year after they 
are located; as that, together with a cow to each head of a family, farming utensils, seed potatoes 
and corn, &c. &c. will not exceed 8,000l. sterling. 
 
      Are there not a great number of trading vessels which go out in ballast every year?  
 
-Altogether the number of ships that go to Quebec is about 600, and a great many go in ballast. 
 
      Do not you think that the freight might be obtained on better terms, by employing vessels that 
go in ballast?  
 
-I do; as last year's expense exceeds my estimate over 600l. 
 
      Have you the means of knowing whether you could obtain the freight on cheaper terms on 
another occasion?  
 
-I feel confident, from the information I have had, that a saving on the two ships might have been 
made, probably of 600l. or more. 
 
      That is, upon those two ships?  
 
-Yes, the Stakesby and the Hebe. 
 
      By employing other vessels which are going back in ballast, could not you, by contracting with 
them at so much a head, get them cheaper?  
 
-Those ships were going to Canada for timber. 
 
      Were not there considerable charges of demurrage?  
 
-Very trifling, I believe. 
 



      Are there not constantly passengers going in running vessels for a great deal less; not more 
than 50 s. a piece?  
 
-From 2l. 10s. to 3l. finding themselves. 
 
      Have you any idea of what the expense of their finding themselves would be?  
 
-A very fair calculation would be a shilling a day for all persons above fourteen. 
 
      What is the average length of the voyage?  
 
-About ten weeks; I was eight weeks going last year. 
 
      Have you any knowledge of the freight having been raised since last year?  
 
-No, I have not; from the best information I could get last year, I considered 7l. for grown-up 
persons, including provisions, medicines, and medical advice, and children under fourteen years 
of age, three being considered as one adult, was as low as they could be sent out for; though 
other persons, well acquainted with the subject, thought it might be done for less. 
 
      Do you calculate the delivery at Quebec at about one-fifth of the whole expense?  
 
-It was rather more than one-third last year. 
 
      Do you see any reason, from the experience you have had, to suppose it could now be 
reduced to a lower amount?  
 
-I do not, unless in the transport to Quebec. 
 
      Does it appear to you that any saving might be properly made upon the expense incurred in 
the subsequent part of the undertaking after they were landed at Quebec?  
 
-I do not see how any saving could be made. 
 
      Has your experience led you to believe that in any part of the execution of such a service, any 
saving could be made upon the expense of last year?  
 
-Something would depend on the part of the country they were placed in; last year I had seventy 
miles of land-travelling from the water; no other than that which would depend on the distance 
from the water. 
 
      Were you induced to place them in consequence of the instructions you received, or finding 
that the most convenient situation?  
 
-I considered that the best place, from its being in the neighbourhood of other settlements. 
 
      In any future embarkation for Canada, have you reason to believe you would be obliged to go 
to a greater distance from the water-side to locate them?  
 
-No, I have not. 
 



      You expect they would be landed and located at the same distance?  
 
-I do; about the same distance. 
 
      What is your opinion generally of the success of the experiment?  
 
-When I left them in February, I was of opinion that it had succeeded remarkably well, -that nothing 
could have done better. 
 
      Does that opinion remain, or have you had occasion to change it since?  
 
-I have not changed my opinion, although I have had letters so late as the 9th of May from Canada, 
saying, that some of those persons would not submit to civil authority; but from what I have heard, 
I cannot think they were so much to blame as has been represented; and from what I saw of the 
feeling against those persons, even before they were settled, I was not much surprised to hear 
there had been some disturbance. 
 
      Was there any cause of dissatisfaction on the part of the people you carried with you?  
 
-None on their part whatever. 
 
      What was the ground of dissatisfaction on the part of the former inhabitants against the new 
settlers?  
 
-From constantly hearing of the outrages committed in the south of Ireland, and from the strong 
feeling prevailing generally against Irish Catholics by persons of a different religion. 
 
      Did you appear to you what was the conduct of the persons you carried there, whether 
peaceable and orderly, or otherwise? 
 
-To give some idea of it, I was for a long time twenty miles from any constable or magistrate, and 
I found not the least difficulty in controlling them; on all occasions they submitted cheerfully to any 
orders I gave. 
 
      Do you mean to say you were not under the necessity of having recourse to any magistrate 
or constable?  
 
-Not in the least. 
 
      How long did you remain there?  
 
-I arrived the 2d of September in Canada, and remained till the last of November constantly with 
them.   
 
Have you had any information as to their subsequent conduct? 
 
-I have; I received a letter from my brother in Canada lately. 
 
 
 



      What appears to have their subsequent conduct; has it been the same as you experienced, 
or different in any way?  
 
-Unfortunately, not. In the beginning of April the militia of the country were called out, and those 
people were brought together near an inn, where some riotous conduct took place; previous to 
this, in consequence of a common assault, a warrant had been issued to apprehend two of them; 
the constable went to the depot the day after Saint Patrick's, where they were all assembled, and 
it seems their authority was resisted; however, the next day, one of the persons went to Perth, 
twenty miles off, and gave himself up to the magistrate, and so did the other to a constable. The 
last was a much more serious affair, as one life was lost, and two or three persons wounded. I 
have an account of it from my brother, who lives in Upper Canada, which I will read if desired. 
 
      Did any thing occur between November and April, when this took place, that affected the 
tranquility of the settlers? 
 
-I heard nothing; I was there in February. It might be proper to state, that I have the copy of a 
more official representation, made to Sir Peregrine Maitland, of that disturbance, but which I 
consider myself to be highly coloured. 
 
                        [The same is delivered in, and read, as follows:] 
 

Perth, 4th May 1824. 
"Sir,                                    
 
       "A special meeting of the magistrates of the district of Bathurst having been convened, they 
beg leave to state, for the information of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, that the township 
of Ramsay and its vicinity is in a most disturbed state; that the peaceable inhabitant is in terror of 
his life, and at this busy season of the year, when the farmer should be providing for his family, 
he is compelled to abandon his house, and seek for refuge in the woods (as an outlaw) for the 
preservation of his life; that these outrages and breaches of the peace are committed by the 
emigrants from the south of Ireland, lately arrived under the superintendence of the Honourable 
Peter Robinson, who set all law at defiance, and avow that they will submit to no jurisdiction but 
their own, nor obey any peace officer unless overpowered by force.  
 
That on the 23d April, at the muster of part of the 4th Carlton militia, a riot took place; that the 
doors and windows of a Mr. Alexander Morris's house were broken; and his life threatened by 
these people. In consequence of those threats, after having repaired the damage his house had 
sustained, he fled to Perth for protection. That on Monday the 26th April, upwards of one hundred 
men of the same party assembled in a riotous manner, and marched in seeming military order, 
and appeared regularly to obey the commands of an individual; that they marched with music, 
and displayed a green flag, and having arrived at the house of the said Morris, they repeated their 
violent conduct, by breaking open the door, entering the house, and destroying his property.  
 
In consequence of numerous complaints from that part of the district, the sheriff requested a 
meeting of the magistrates, informing them that the township of Ramsay was in an unprotected 
state, that a set of lawless banditti were threatening destruction to the lives and property of every 
honest individual in the neighbourhood, and that he deemed it absolutely necessary that a strong 
party of constables armed should be sent to enforce order, and the due execution of the warrants 
then in his possession.  
 



Accordingly, a party of constables under the deputy sheriff (the sheriff himself being unable, from 
extreme illness, of giving his personal attendance), and accompanied by three magistrates, 
proceeded for the purpose of apprehending the rioters. When the constables arrived at 
Shepherd's Falls (the depot of these emigrants), the former were divided into two divisions; one 
party went to the depot, the other to a blacksmith’s shop (where they were in the habit of 
assembling), on their approach to which they were fired at from the inside of the house, and one 
of the constables wounded; in consequence of which the fire was returned, and one killed and 
two wounded of the party inside the house.  
 
From the information received from that part of the country, and from the depositions which we 
have the honour to enclose, we are opinion that nothing short of a party of regular troops, to be 
stationed for some time in the neighbourhood of these people, can restore peace and confidence 
to the good and well-disposed inhabitant. In offering an opinion on this subject to His Excellency, 
we further beg leave to state, that no warrant can be executed without having recourse to a large 
armed force, which at the present season of the year must ruin the industrious farmer, and 
possibly bring his family to destruction. 
 
      The enclosed certificate from the magistrates who accompanied the constables, will more 
particularly show His Excellency, the disturbed state of that part of the district. 
 
                                                     We have the honour to be, Sir, 
                                                                             Your most obedient humble servants, 
 
(signed)           
J. H. POWELL, Sheriff.       
W. MORRIS, J.P. 
AL. THORN, J.P. 
R. MATHESON, J.P. 
JOSIAS TAYLER, J.P. 
J. WATSON, J.P. 
C.H. SACHE, J.P. 
H. GRAHAM, J.P. 
CHRIST J. BELL, J.P. 
W. MARSHALL, J.P. 
A. FRASER, J.P. 
G. H. READE, J.P. 
Major HILLIER, A. D. E 
J. M'KAY, J.P.              
BENJ DESLISLE, J.P.                       
A. M'MILLAN, J.P. 
&c. &c. &c.                   
                                                ____________________________ 
 
      Are you aware of any circumstances, explanatory of the transaction which has taken place, 
or the circumstances of individuals connected with it?  
 
-I was not at all surprised to hear of an assault on Mr. Morris, as during my stay at Ramsay, I had 
frequent occasion to observe, that his conduct towards the emigrants, was such, as to produce a 
strong feeling against him; and the letter I received, of the 9th of May 1824, which I will read to 
your Lordships, if permitted, gives some explanation of the late transactions. 
 



                              [The same is delivered in, and read as follows:] 
 

May 9th, 1824. 
       
" I send you a copy of a representation sent up yesterday by express, that you may be in full 
possession of the facts, and be governed accordingly. I have been in correspondence with 
Baines, respecting the emigrants, for some time. 

________________________ 
 
… wrote me, that they were going wrong, and he attributed it very much to the insulting language 
used towards them by the Scotch and other settlers, who regard them with abhorrence, as if all 
the evils of Ireland were introduced with them, by a sort of inoculation. There had been a common 
assault and battery business, between two of the emigrants and some of the others, and a warrant 
was issued to apprehend the Irishmen; the constables went to execute it, and reported, that they 
were threatened and beaten off; this raised the alarm of the magistrates, and they begged that 
troops might be sent for from Kingston.  
 
Hearing of all this from ___________, I wrote to Baines about it, whose answer was a very 
sensible one. He said the whole matter was exaggerated most grossly; that the constables having 
a warrant against those two men, instead of going to their houses to execute it, very unwisely, 
certainly, went on the morning after St. Patrick's, to the depot, where they were all assembled, 
not yet cooled after their frolic; and entering the yard among them all, began to talk very 
consequentially about their errand. Some of the people told them they had better walk off, and 
they prudently took the hint. Now this certainly was not the way to treat those men; and no 
reasonable creature would have marvelled, if the constables had been beaten. The next day 
however, one of the two people went to the constable, and gave himself up; and the other, at 
Baine's request, went to Perth, and gave bail, as it was a mere assault.  
 
Baines assured me, there was nothing more than this; that there were five or six young fellows 
really bad, among the emigrants, but that those talked of going to Lockport, then he thought all 
would go on quietly among the others, who, he said, were very desirous of getting on with their 
clearing; and by no means badly disposed. You know, however, that everything these poor foolish 
mad creatures have done, has been magnified beyond measure by their neighbours, partly 
through jealousy, and partly, I dare say, through an actual terror inspired by the very name of Irish 
Catholics. There was certainly no kind feeling towards those people, when unluckily, the necessity 
for complying with the militia law, brought them altogether on the 23d of April; what followed, the 
paper I enclose, will show you. 
 
I have written to Baines very fully, and have also addressed a letter to some of the settlers, 
expostulating with them, on the folly and madness of their conduct, and the certain ruin and 
distress it must bring upon them." 

_____________________________ 
 
      Is Mr. Morris a magistrate?  
 
-No; he is a petty innkeeper. 
 
      Do you attribute the turbulent disposition which has lately appeared, in any degree to such 
conduct as you have lately described on the part of Mr. Morris, to the emigrants?  
 
-I attribute it in some degree to that, but not altogether. 



 
 
      Do you think, if they had been kindly treated, their conduct would have been different?  
 
-I do. 
 
      In the selection of those persons, did you make particular inquiries as to their conduct, 
previous to the embarkation? 
 
-None, whatever. 
 
      In the selection, had you any communication with the magistrates in Ireland, in the disturbed 
districts?  
 
-Always. 
 
      Were any of those persons that embarked with you, concerned in disturbances that brought 
them under the Insurrection Act, or the Peace Preservation Act?  
 
-Not to my knowledge. 
 
      They were not pointed out to you as persons that it would be desirable should be sent out of 
the country, on account of their connection with the disturbers of the peace?  
 
-That is a very difficult question to answer decidedly. There were persons that I took, who I have 
no doubt were engaged in the disturbances, and others that the magistrates thought might be 
engaged in disturbances; but I would not wish to name any individual. 
 
      You are not aware that any person who was carried out had been convicted of any crime?  
 
-No. 
 
      As far as concerned the individuals, was it their own voluntary act?  
 
-Perfectly so; even when they arrived in Quebec I told them they were quite at liberty to land if 
they pleased. 
 
      Were there any Palatines among them?  
 
-Very few; seven or eight families. 
 
      Are you aware, whether in consequence of communications received from those persons who 
went out, subsequent applications have been made by others to emigrate on the same terms?  
 
-Very numerous applications I am told at the Colonial Office, and I have had applications made 
to myself. 
 
      Coming from the connections and neighbours of those persons? 
 
-Yes. 
 



      In consequence of the favourable representations made by their friends?  
 
-Yes, in consequence of numerous letters I brought home to them; and since that many 
applications have been made to the Colonial Office for permission to be sent to Canada. 
 
      Did they express any wish that their friends and the rest of their family should come over to 
them?  
 
-Very strongly indeed. 
 
      What is the state of the country in which they are located? 
 
-Partially settled; but about half of the township of Ramsay was taken up, where those persons 
were settled, and in the other townships not so much. 
 
      Is it cleared?  
 
-Not where they are settled. 
 
      Each person has seventy acres of uncleared land?  
 
-Yes. 
 
      Were directions given them as to their mode of proceeding to clear the land?  
 
-In the first place, I sent guides to show them their lands, and to advise them in the choice of it, 
and afterwards engaged persons to assist in putting up log houses to shelter them, and to assist 
in opening the roads. 
 
      Were any written or other instructions delivered to them, by which they might proceed?  
 
-None; the example of the people of the country is of more use than any printed instructions would 
be. 
 
      Did you leave with any body there any instructions by which he might guide and assist them?  
 
-A young man whom I left with them is giving them every instruction. 
 
      In what capacity is he there?  
 
-He superintends the whole; seeing to their getting their provisions, farming utensils, and cows, 
as soon as they find the means of keeping them. 
 
      Is it his official duty to instruct and superintend them? 
 
-It is, my Lord, both to instruct and advise them. 
 
      He went with you, and he remains there?  
 
-He had been in the country some years; and I employed him in this capacity last November. 
 



 
 
      Were tools furnished them?  
 
-Yes; axes, hoes, spades, saws, bill hooks, and some carpenter's tools and nails, and seed corn 
and potatoes, and one cow to each family. 
 
      Upon what space of land can they either sow their corn, or plant their potatoes?  
 
-They must clear it of the timber first. 
 
      In what space of time, working in the way of the country, could they clear a certain space of 
ground?  
 
-About twenty days’ time is sufficient to cut down the timber and burn it on an acre of land. 
 
      To put it into a state to receive corn and potatoes? 
 
-Yes. 
 
      By a single individual?  
 
-By a single individual; or if by two persons, it will be done in ten days. 
 
      What is the state of the growth of the timber?  
 
-The largest timber is about three feet in diameter; but the great proportion eighteen inches and 
two feet. 
 
      Of what age do you suppose it to be; has it ever been cleared before?  
 
-Not since the discovery of America. 
 
      What sort of trees?  
 
-Maple, beech, elm, oak, pine, birch, larch, and fir, and a variety of other trees. 
 
      And those of growth immemorial?  
 
-Yes. 
 
      What are their houses made of?  
 
-Logs of the timber I have just mentioned. 
 
      How are they covered?  
 
-The logs are splits, then hollowed with an axe or adze, and laid on something in the same way 
as tiles are. 
 
 



      What is the climate?  
 
-The climate is rather colder than Upper Canada, but very good and healthy. 
 
      Dry or wet?  
 
-Very dry; during the whole autumn I was there it never rained more than three days I believe. 
 
      Can you state what was the temperature of the air?  
 
-No, I cannot; I was without the means, and almost the whole time in the woods. 
 
      Was not the air very damp?  
 
-Not very; the leaves falling from the trees in the autumn completely cover the soil, and very 
little exhalation takes place in the autumn. 
 
      Was the state of the land with leaves over it quite dry? 
 
-Quite dry, unusually so, from the circumstance of so little rain falling. 
 
      Did you turn it up?  
 
-Yes, frequently, to discover the quality of the soil. 
 
      Has the country many streams in it?  
 
-Many; they are abundant in every direction, and some of them large. 
 
      Is the land fertile?  
 
-It is, very. 
 
      Is there any other part of Canada where those persons can be placed nearer those of their 
own religious persuasion?  
 
-They might in Lower Canada; there the country is chiefly inhabited by French Catholics. 
 
      Is the country in Lower Canada, do you conceive, equally adapted in other respects to the 
purpose of colonization? 
 
-I think not; the winters are much longer, the climate not so good, and there is much more for new 
beginners to contend with in consequence. 
 
      From your experience of this experiment, can you state any opinion of the practicability of the 
system on a larger scale? 
 
-I think there is no doubt of its success to a much larger extent. 
 
 
 



      Are you acquainted with Colonel Talbot's settlement? 
 
-Very well. 
 
      How long has that formed?  
 
-I think it is twenty-five years since he first went to port Talbot. 
 
      When he first went had he the land to clear?  
 
-He had. 
 
      What is the situation of Colonel Talbot's settlement? 
 
-It is situated on the borders of Lake Erie. 
 
      What population is there now upon that settlement?  
 
-I should think something about ten thousand. 
 
      Do you happen to know what number he took over with him? 
 
-He did not take settlers from this country; but took persons who offered themselves, looking for 
land to settle on. 
 
      Was Colonel Talbot considered to carry out with him any command of money?  
 
-That is a question I cannot answer. 
 
      Did he make the grants, or did he obtain them from the government?  
 
-The grants were from the government, I believe; but to settle that country, it was thought proper 
to give Colonel Talbot on every two hundred acres a hundred and fifty; the township generally is 
laid out in lots of two hundred acres by placing a man on the fifty acres, he got the remaining 
hundred and fifty. 
 
      How much of each of those lots of a hundred and fifty acres did he retain for himself?  
 
-One hundred and fifty to himself, and the remaining fifty to the settler. 
 
      On how many tracts?  
 
-He had the settling of several townships; I think Colonel Talbot has about sixty thousand acres 
of his own. 
 
      The persons who settled upon this land came from all parts? 
 
-Yes; English, Irish, Scotch, and British Americans. 
 
 
 



      Are they thriving?  
 
-I believe the Talbot settlement to be one of the best and most flourishing in Upper Canada. 
 
      What is the state of the roads about them?  
 
-The roads are very good during the winter season and the summer time, but in the spring they 
are not so good. 
 
      Does the settler labour on his own land?  
 
-Only on his own, I believe. 
 
      Who labours on the other?  
 
-Colonel Talbot may either sell it or cultivate it himself. Colonel Talbot went twenty-five years ago 
into the woods, with no other neighbours than the Indians, and lived there many years before any 
white persons settled near him. The settlement of the country around him was given to him by the 
government, I suppose, as some remuneration for the great exertions and expense he had been 
at, in forwarding the settlement. He is two hundred and forty miles further up the country than the 
persons I settled. 
 
      Did you go to Colonel Talbot's settlement?  
 
-Not last year; I have been there. 
 
      How long have you lived in Canada?  
 
-Most of my life I have spent in Canada. 
 
      How long have you been absent from it?  
 
-I have been absent almost three years from Canada; since that time Colonel Talbot's 
settlement must have made great advances. 
 
      What is the whole extent of the district called Ramsay in acres?  
 
-Sixty-six thousand. 
 
      If you were to conduct another set of emigrants, to what part would you propose to take them?  
 
-In the neighbourhood of the rice lakes, as I could then take them by a steam boat, to within thirty 
miles of their land. 
 
      Is that equally favourable as to soil, and climate, and production?  
 
-Rather a better climate, and as to soil quite as good. 
 
      Did they bear the winter without inconvenience or sickness? 
 
-Very well indeed. 



 
      How long does the snow lie on the ground?  
 
-About three months. 
 
      To what depth?  
 
-From two to three feet. 
 
      Is there little or nothing to be done during those three months in point of occupation?  
 
-They can cut down the timber just as well in winter as in summer, and thus do a great deal 
towards the first clearing of their land. 
 
      The first clearing of the country is the cutting the trees, about two feet above the ground?  
 
-Yes; then it is cut into lengths about sixteen feet, logged and burnt; the stumps are left till they 
rot out; they cultivate between the stumps, which are found not to do any injury to the crop, but 
rather they benefit it from the moisture they contract. I would beg to mention, that about four years 
ago, in the neighbourhood of another settlement, at the election for a member of the House of 
Assembly, there was a disturbance made by the inhabitants of the townships of Cavan and 
Monaghan, who are chiefly Irish people; they were so riotous and unmanageable, that it was 
found necessary to swear in fifty constables, and to take other steps to secure the peaceable 
inhabitants of the place from violence; but that settlement has been perfectly quiet ever since, I 
believe. 
 
      Are lands given by government to persons there who go out on their own means?  
 
-They are, on payment of fees only. 
 
      What title or proof have those persons, who get those allotments of land, to show for their 
right to the land? 
 
-The location ticket. 
 
      Where does the individual procure that?  
 
-He gets it from the clerk of the land board under the direction of the government. 
 
      Does that location ticket express his right to thirty more acres?  
 
-Yes, a right to thirty acres in addition to the seventy, on the payment of 10l. within ten years, the 
time it is reserved for him. 
 
      Of the five hundred and sixty-eight individuals, whom you carried out to Canada, how many 
were adult males?  
 
-One hundred and eighty-two. 
 
 
 



      What markets have they?  
 
-The Montreal market is the principal one. 
 
      How far is that distant?  
 
-About one hundred and thirty miles; besides that, they have several other markets in the 
neighbourhood, in the villages, but the principal one is Montreal. 
 
      They can purchase in the neighbourhood any article they are likely to want?  
 
-Yes. 
 
      Is there cattle there?  
 
-Yes, abundance of cattle; I found no difficulty in procuring any supply I wanted at a reasonable 
price. 
 
      Did those individuals carry out any property?  
 
-Very little; few of them had even a blanket. 
 

[The witness is directed to withdraw.] 
 


