
 

 

 

 

BREAD & LIQUOR 
 

Unceded Algonquin Territory 

 

 

 Shortly after New Year 1819, Daniel Daverne (1784-1830), Acting Superintendent at the 

Perth Military Settlement, found himself surprised by an unexpected, and not entirely welcome, 

meeting. In a report to the Upper Canada Department of Indian Affairs, dated January 19th, he 

explained that he had recently been visited by,  

 

… an Indian upon the subject of their chiefs and the other persons claiming the land we 

occupy at present as having been their hunting ground; Andrew Pickacasigatch and 

Bellala Wamboueck are the two principal chiefs, there are about 18 men, part with families, 

and a number of grown children, who constantly reside in this neighbourhood, besides 

several other transient persons, who expend part of their time only here… would you 

apprise me what remuneration they may receive, and in what manner…1 

 

A month later, Daverne reported yet another visit, 

 

… from two other chiefs, Nias Muawisgunstih and Constant 

Pinelse, accompanied by six decent Indians of the Mountain Tribe. 

They are becoming very pressing with respect to their claims for 

remuneration for the lands we at present occupy at this place… It 

was with difficulty I had been able to dismiss them from the office, 

to do which I have been obliged to give them bread and liquor to 

some extent, as they appeared determined not to leave the place 

without some recompense for their trouble in coming here.2 

 

 When Daverne was confronted by the Pickacasigatch and 

Wamboueck envoy, and then by Chiefs Muawisgunstih and Pinelse 

in person, he had, over the previous 2½ years, already issued 

location tickets placing several thousand discharged soldiers and 

civilian settlers on the hunting grounds in question. Daverne knew 

that, from February 1816, the Colonial authorities had been 

negotiating a surrender of the land; but what he very likely did not 

understand was that the treaty talks then nearing their conclusion were with a Mississauga Band 

near Kingston, whereas his visitors were representatives of the local Algonquin Nation. 

 

                                                           
1 Daniel Daverne to Colonel John Ferguson, Indian Affairs, Kingston; quoted from ‘Duty, Conspiracy, Obsession’ – Clark Theobald 

(2011). 
2 Ibid. 

An Algonquin Chief 



 What guidance, if any, Daverne may have received from the Indian Department is 

unknown, but three months later, on May 31, 1819, a Provisional Surrender of the ‘Rideau 

Purchase’ was signed with the Mississauga. The bread and rum Daverne gave Chiefs Nias 

Muawisgunstih and Constant Pinelse was all the recompense the Algonquin people would receive 

for many years. 

 

The alienation of Algonquin land, through surrender by the Mississauga, had actually 

begun 36 years earlier when, following the British defeat in the American Revolutionary War, 

Loyalist refugees began streaming out of the newly independent American states into Upper 

Canada. Acting on instructions from Lieutenant Governor Frederick Haldiman (1718-1791), Sir 

John Johnson (1741-1830), Inspector General of Indian Affairs, and Kingston-based Indian Agent 

Captain William Redford Crawford3 (1744-1826), convened a meeting of Mississauga Chiefs on 

Carleton Island4 in October 1783. Those negotiations produced two surrender agreements 

encompassing a swath of territory stretching from the Bay of Quinte to Brockville5 including a 

narrow strip of land north of the Rideau Lakes and River in what became southern Lanark County. 

The following year the St. Regis and Oswegatchie Purchases extended the British acquisition 

eastward to the confluence of Ottawa and St. Lawrence Rivers.6  

 

Why the British failed to consult the Algonquin in 

connection with the Crawford, St. Regis and Oswegatchie 

negotiations is an open question. Perhaps it reflected 

Crawford’s close association with the Mississauga whom he 

had accompanied on raids during the Revolutionary War, or 

was there some lingering anger over the Algonquin 

abandonment of General Barry St. Leger Johnson (1733-1789) 

at the siege of Fort Stanwix in 1777?7 Perhaps it was because 

the largest part of the Algonquin population was concentrated 

in the Ottawa, Madawaska and Mississippi valleys to the north 

and east of the envisioned Loyalist settlement? Probably the 

reason is more prosaic; simple expediency. As the Mississauga 

claimed ownership, and as a Mississauga band lived around 

the Bay of Quinte in convenient proximity to the Indian Affairs 

officials based at Kingston, the Mississauga claim was 

accepted with little investigation. With Loyalist refugees flowing across the border, the British were 

in hurry and took the Mississauga at their word. 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 Before the Revolutionary War Crawford had been a tenant of Sir John Johnson at Johnstown, New York, and then served the 

British cause as a Captain in the Kings Royal Regiment of New York. With the British defeat, he was granted land at Fredericksburg 
in Cataraqui Township near Kingston. 
4 Carleton Island, off Kingston, between Wolf Island and the American bank of the St. Lawrence River, today lies within American 

territory, but in 1783, prior to the Jay Treaty of 1795 fixing the border, was assumed to lie within British territory. 
5 Hastings, Prince Edward, Addington, Frontenac and much of Leeds Counties. 
6 Carleton, Grenville, Russel, Dundas, Prescott, Stormont and Glengarry Counties. 
7 Johnson (no relation to the Indian Agents of the same name) was besieging the Continental Army at Fort Stanwix (Rome, New 

York) in August 1777 when a sortie from the fort destroyed British provisions, and word of an approaching American relief column, 
prompted his allied Algonquin warriors to withdraw back to Canada. 

Sir John Johnson, Indian Agent 



Three decades later, with American attempts to seize Canada in 1812-1814 defeated, the 

British sought to populate the area north of the Rideau River with discharged soldiers and other 

settlers from the home islands. The experience of the War of 1812 had shown that many of the 

‘Loyalists’ settled in areas of the Crawford, St. Regis and Oswegatchie Purchases were not, in 

fact, all that ‘loyal’, and the plan was to establish a second line of defence populated by those 

more truly attached to the Crown. On February 22, 1816, Upper Canada Lieutenant Governor 

Francis Gore (1769-1852) wrote to Captain John Ferguson (1756-1830), Crawford’s successor 

as Resident Agent of Indian Affairs at Kingston; 

 

It being the object of His Majesty’s Government to make a purchase for four or five 

townships in the rear of those mentioned8, you will immediately communicate the same 

by wampum to the Chiefs of the Chippewa and Missesawguay [Mississauga] Nations, 

owners of the said lands, and inform them previous to your making a provisional 

agreement with them, that the King their great Father, will make an establishment on the 

land described to which I am confident no objections on their part will be made.9 

 

Gore probably looked back to the 1783 treaty, assumed the Mississauga were “owners of 

the said lands” (adjoining the Crawford Purchase), and thus ordered negotiations with the 

Mississauga. That Gore’s instructions made no reference to the Algonquins did not, however, 

indicate that the British were unaware Algonquins lived in the area. Even Daverne described his 

visitors as “decent Indians of the Mountain Tribe”, a reference to Lake of Two Mountains 

(Kanesatake) near Montreal where the Algonquin were registered with the Colonial authorities. 

The Mississauga, however, told the British "no other Indians than themselves . . . have any claim 

[and] the claims of the Nipissings and Algonquins do not cross the Ottawa River"10; i.e. that the 

Algonquin lived only on the Lower Canada (Quebec) side of the river. It may also be relevant to 

note that Indian Agent John Ferguson was a brother-in-law to Sir John Johnson who had been 

Inspector General of Indian Affairs responsible for the Crawford Purchase of 178311, and that 

Ferguson’s deputy, Captain Charles Anderson, the Indian Superintendent of Rice Lake, was 

married to a Mississauga woman. But, as in 1783, with more than a thousand settlers already 

taking up land at the Perth Military Settlement, the British were, again, in a hurry. Without 

consulting the Algonquins, they once again negotiated a surrender with the conveniently located 

and tractable Mississauga band living around the Bay of Quinte near Kingston. 
 

Although begun in 1816, agreement on a provisional surrender was not reached until May 

31, 1819, and bureaucratic fumbling in making annuity payments delayed confirmation of the 

treaty until November 28, 1822.12 

 

                                                           
8 Townships of Crosby, Burgess, Elmsley, Montague and Marlboro. 
9 Quoted from A Pioneer History of the County of Lanark, Jean S. McGill (1968) ISBN 0-969—87-1-6 

10 Historical Algonquin Occupancy Algonquin Park Report, prepared for ‘Elders Without Borders’ (Michael Swinwood) by Marijke 

Huitema (Research Services). 
11 John Ferguson was married to Magdalene Johnson, daughter of Sir William Johnson and Molly Brant.  Sir John Johnson, who 

supervised the 1783 treaty, was William Johnson’s son, and Molly Brant was the elder sister of Mohawk War Chief Joseph Brant. 
12 Indian Treaties and Surrenders from 1680-1890: Vol-I, B. Chamberlin (1891). 



The ‘Rideau Purchase’ of 1819-1822 encompassed a tract of land totalling 2,748,000 

hectares13 lying north of the Crawford Purchase along the south shore of the Ottawa River from 

Pembroke to Ottawa, and extending north and west, to a line running north from the western limit 

of the Crawford Purchase. It included all of present day Lanark County, except the southern fringe 

along the Rideau Lakes and River already ceded under the Crawford Purchase, as well as the 

eastern part of Renfrew and Carleton Counties.14 Most of this tract was Algonquin hunting ground 

in the watersheds of the Madawaska, Mississippi and Rideau Rivers. 

 

 
Red – 1783 Crawford, St. Regis and Oswegatchie Purchases, Blue - 1819 Rideau Purchase 

 

                                                           
13 Combined with the Crawford Purchase and later treaties for lands north of the Rideau Purchase, a total of 2.8 million hectares of 

Algonquin and Nipissing land was surrendered to the British Government. 
14 The treaty covering all of this territory was with the Mississauga Nation, with the exception of a part of Beckwith Township where 

the treaty was with the Chippewa Nation. See Indian Treaties and Surrenders, from 1680-1890: Vol I, B. Chamberlin (1891). 



The Crown agreed to pay “£642.10.0, provincial currency, in goods at Montreal price”15. 

The “goods” making up the annuity included, guns, ball and shot, flints, powder, blankets, cloth of 

various types, fishing line and hooks, sewing needles and thread, ribbon, knives, scissors, copper 

and tin kettles, silver armbands, earrings and brooches, ivory combs, looking glasses, pipes, hats, 

tobacco, bells and of course beads. The annuity, however, was payable to only 257 individual 

Mississauga “men, women and children … then composing the said Nation claiming and 

inhabiting the said tract of land”16. The government calculated the payment on the basis of 2½ 

pounds sterling per person. 

 

The ’Rideau Purchase’ treaty negotiated by John Ferguson 

was signed on behalf of the Crown by William Claus (1765-1826)17, 

Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs for Upper Canada, 

with the “Chiefs and Principal Men of the Missisague Nation”, 

namely Nawacamigo, Antenewayway, Kabratsiwaybiyebe, 

Wabakeek, Shewitagan, Kotanche, Nawakeshecom, Shawandais, 

Kiwaishe, Niboirinin, Kakekijick, Papewaun, Wabekenense, 

Naganseway, Ketchegam, Kamenjonweney, Shebeshe, 

Nacawagan, and Wabasek.18 

 

Archaeological evidence demonstrates that aboriginal 

peoples lived in the Ottawa Valley for at least 8,000 years before 

Europeans arrived in North America. Among such evidence are 

human skeletal remains found in the early 20th century at Plum 

Point on the west bank of Lower Rideau Lake, about 10 kilometers 

south-east of Perth19. A century earlier the first arrivals at the Perth 

Military Settlement also reported similar, if less ancient, finds. 

 
All the country hereabouts has evidently been once inhabited by Indians, and for a vast 

number of years too. The remains of fires, with the bones and horns of deer lying round 

them, have often been found several inches under the black mould, formed on the surface 

of the soil by decayed leaves which fall from the trees every autumn. A large pot made of 

burnt clay, and highly ornamented, was lately found near the banks of the Mississippi, 

under a large maple tree, probably two or three hundred years old. Stone axes have been 

found in different parts of the settlement. Skeletons of Indians have been several times 

found, where they had died suddenly or had been killed by accident in the woods. One 

was found in a reclining posture, with its back against a hillock, and a rough made stone 

tobacco pipe lying beside it.20  

 

 

                                                           
15 Rideau Purchase treaty of November 28, 1819. 
16 Ibid. 
17 William Claus was a grandson of Sir William Johnson and thus a cousin of John Ferguson. 
18 Although described as “Chiefs” in the surrender document, these 19 men, representing a total of only 257 people (an average of 

13 people each), might also be described as ‘family heads’. 
19 Now in possession of the Perth Museum. 
20 Andrew Bell’s Letter # 1 annexed to his father’s book Hints To Immigrants, by Reverend William Bell (1824). 

William Claus 



In 1535 French explorer Jacques Cartier found Hochelaga, an Iroquois village of more 

than 1,000 people on the island of Montreal; but when he returned in 1541 the site was gone. 

Historians conclude that the first Cartier visit probably brought an illness, most likely smallpox, 

that wiped out Hochelaga, or so decimated the population that it was overrun and taken captive 

by enemies. That same epidemic is also assumed to have spread up the Ottawa River valley and 

significantly impacted the neighboring Algonquin nation.  

 

When Samuel de Champlain travelled up the Ottawa River in 1603, however, the 

Algonquin and their allies were still sufficiently numerous to dominate the river valley. But in 

signing trade and friendship treaties with the Algonquins, the French made a dangerous enemy 

of the Iroquois confederacy21 centered south of the St. Lawrence. In 1615 Champlain further 

inflamed Iroquois hostility by participating in an Algonquin-Huron attack on the Iroquois villages 

of Oneida and Onondaga.  

 

With the beaver in their own territory exhausted, by 1630 the Iroquois were pushing north, 

just when their French allies failed the Algonquin. Britain captured Quebec in 1629, and held 

Canada until 1632 when it was returned to France. During this time, with no resort to French aid, 

the Algonquin were driven from the upper St. Lawrence valley and a renewed Iroquois offensive 

in 1636 and 1637 pushed them further north into the upper Ottawa valley and the headwaters of 

its tributary rivers and streams. During 1650, the remaining Algonquins in the upper Ottawa Valley 

were attacked and overrun. 

 

In 1664, French army reinforcements arrived in Canada and, by a series of campaigns in 

the Iroquois homeland, established peace in 1667. It was only from about 1670 that a much-

reduced Algonquin population began to make its gradual return to the Ottawa Valley.  

 

The Algonquins and French maintained their alliance through the Seven Years War (1755-

1763)22, but when Britain again captured Quebec in 1759 and Montreal in 1760, they signed a 

treaty agreeing to remain neutral in any future conflict between France and Britain. In 1763 King 

George III issued a Royal Proclamation recognizing Aboriginal rights, including those of the 

Algonquin, to all land not ceded by or purchased from them; 

 

And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential to Our interest, and the security of 

Our Colonies, that the several Nations or Tribes of Indians with whom We are connected, 

and who live under Our protection, should not be molested or disturbed in the possession 

of such parts of Our Dominions and Territories as, not having been ceded to or purchased 

by US, are reserved to them, or any of them, as their hunting grounds.23 

 

                                                           
21 The Five Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy included Mohawks, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca, later joined by the 

Tuscarora to become the Six Nations. 
22 Known in North America as the French and Indian Wars. 
23 The Proclamation of 1763 still has effect today through reference in Section-25 of the Constitution Act of 1982 which provides that 

nothing in Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms diminishes Aboriginal Peoples’ rights as expressed in the Royal Proclamation. 



 
Algonquin Camp 

During the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783) the Algonquin fought with the British, 

but the American victory resulted in thousands of United Empire Loyalists being re-settled in 

Algonquin territory along the north shore of the St. Lawrence; on land purchased, not from the 

Algonquin, but from the Mississauga.  

 

 At first contact with Europeans in the mid-16th century, the Mississauga, part of the Ojibwa 

Nation24, were living along the eastern shore of Georgian Bay, in the Mississagi River valley and 

on Manitoulin Island. By 1675 they had moved southward into the Kawartha Lakes region and in 

the early 18th century two contingents and moved further south, one occupying the area along the 

Credit River at Toronto (Mississauga) and the other in the Bay of Quinte area. Few if any 

Mississauga lived east of the foot of Lake Ontario. 

 

 

                                                           
24 The group does not refer to themselves as ‘Mississauga’ or ‘Ojibwa’ (both names given by Europeans) instead calling themselves 

‘Anishinaabe’. 



Following the War of 181225, when the Algonquin discovered that the Mississauga Chiefs 

had again ceded their land, this time in the Ottawa valley, they protested. Among the first of these 

protests were the January and March 1819 visits to Daniel Daverne at Perth by Chiefs 

Muawisgunstih and Pinelse, and the envoy from Pickacasigatch and Wamboueck.  
 

Over the next 170 years, the Algonquin submitted multiple petitions to the British and then 

Canadian authorities stating that the land had been clandestinely sold by the Mississauga. They 

were as often assured that their complaints would be investigated and consideration given to 

annuity payments, but no action was ever taken until the governments of Canada and Ontario 

finally acknowledged the Algonquin claim by entering into negotiations in 1992. 
 

 
 

 In December 2012, nearly two centuries after Daniel Daverne grudgingly gave Algonquin 

Chiefs Muawisgunstih and Pinelse some “bread and liquor” to “dismiss them from the office”, 

negotiators for the Algonquins of Ontario, the Government of Canada and the Government of 

Ontario released a ‘Preliminary Draft Agreement-in-Principle’ for stakeholder and public review. 

Following these consultations, a proposed ‘Agreement-in-Principle’ (AIP) was announced in June 

2015. Voting in early 2016 the Algonquin First Nation overwhelmingly endorsed the AIP and it 

was approved by all three parties (Canada, Ontario, and the Algonquins) on October 18, 2016.  

 

 

 

                                                           
25 About 120 British allied Algonquin from Lake of Two Mountains were among the 340 warriors who captured the American column 

at the Battle of Beaver Dams (June 24, 1813). Lake of Two Mountain warriors also fought at the Battle of Chateauguay (October 26, 
1813). 



Negotiations toward a final agreement are now (2017) underway. The claim covers 36,000 

square kilometers in Eastern Ontario, including Perth and all of Lanark County. The envisioned 

agreement would transfer 117,500 acres of Crown land to Algonquin ownership and provide a 

$300 million settlement. It will also address harvesting, hunting, fishing and forestry rights, as well 

as Algonquin heritage and cultural eligibility and enrollment26. 

 
- Ron W. Shaw (2017) 

                                                           
26 Rules and procedures for how a person of Algonquin descent can become a Beneficiary under a Final Agreement. 


