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An application has been addressed to His Majesty’s Government on behalf of 
certain individuals who have associated for the purpose of removing to Upper Canada 
as settlers, a portion of the labouring population of the County of Lanark [Scotland]. 

 
The substance of their proposition is that they should receive an advance of 

money from the Government to be repaid by them within two years from the date of the 
advance. Having submitted this proposal to His Majesty, I have now the honour of 
forwarding to you the arrangement which has received his sanction, and under which I 
entertain little doubt that a body of settlers, to the extent of 1,200 (including women and 
children), will shortly proceed to Quebec. 

 
You will observe from the memorandum enclosed that means of transport from 

Quebec to the place of settlement are to be provided by Government. 
 
You will therefore take such preliminary measures as may be necessary to 

prevent the detention of these persons for any time after their arrival at Quebec, their 
early arrival at the actual place of settlement being most essential, both with a view to 
their own comfort, and the object of Government in affording them assistance. 

 
As the disposition which exists among these persons to emigrate to Canada has 

arisen in a great degree from the favourable accounts which they have received from 
persons already settled on the Rideau and Tay, from whom they expect to receive some 
assistance in making their first establishment, it will be extremely desirable that they 
should be located as near as circumstances permit to the settlements already formed in 
the neighbourhood [the Perth Military Settlement]. 

 
Every preparation that can be made for their receiving the land allotted to them 

without delay will necessarily contribute to the success of the enterprise, without 
increasing the expense which the Government here has consented to incur, and I have, 
therefore, given you this early intimation of the arrangement in order that you may, on 
the arrival of the parties, be in a state to give immediate effect to it. 

 
I shall not fail, as soon as I receive an account of the precise numbers and 

names of the parties who propose to avail themselves of the arrangement held out in the 
memorandum, to communicate it to you for your further direction. 

 
The Government are ready to assign to the settlers, on their arrival in Upper 

Canada, land at the rate of a hundred acres for every family under the usual conditions 
of residence and partial cultivation within a limited period; on failure of a compliance with 
which, the land will as in all other cases be resumable by the Crown. 



 
The expense of surveying the land, amounting to fifteen shillings per hundred 

acres, will be defrayed by the Government. It is proposed that the emigrants should 
themselves arrange the means and defray the expense of their conveyance to Quebec, 
and that the charge of their removal from Quebec to the place of actual settlement 
should be borne by Government, of that the Government should provide the means of 
transport for the emigrants and their baggage. That, on their arrival at the place of 
settlement, the leaders of the several parties should receive an advance of money, not 
exceeding 3 pounds per head for every emigrant. 

 
That another advance of 3 pounds per head should be made to them at the 

expiration of three months after the date of their arrival, and a further advance of 2 
pounds at the end of six months after the date of their arrival. It will be requisite for each 
party to nominate two or three persons with whom alone all communications of 
Government will be carried on, and to whom the several advances may be made under 
the conditions proposed in the memorandum delivered in by the parties themselves. 
Seed corn and implements of husbandry will be supplied to the emigrant at prime cost. 
 
      Lord Bathurst 
      Secretary for War & the Colonies 


