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Interesting Description of Doings 

Of Early Settlers in Lanark County 
 

By R. Douglas, Family Herald and Weekly Star1 

 

 

As the place-names testify, Lanark County, Ontario, with its townships, Lanark, 

Drummond, Ramsay and Dalhousie, its towns, Perth and Lanark, and its streams, Tay and Clyde, 

affluents of the Ottawa, was settled by Scotsmen. The colonization took place during the hard 

times in the Old Country after Waterloo. 

 

Perth is on the main C.P.R. line, Toronto to Montreal, but Lanark is ten miles distant from 

the railway, on the Ontario Government highway that traverses Dalhousie and Lavant townships. 

Ten miles beyond Lanark, over a road that winds through the wooded uplands of Dalhousie 

township, is the hamlet of Watsons or Watson’s Corners, as the Postal Guide calls it, consisting 

today of a general store, temperance hall, and a house or two, situated where a hillside road 

crosses the main highway. 

 

The temperance hall stands on the hillside. It is an unpretentious wooden structure with 

an open horse stable below, the last place one would expect to find housing a library, whose 

books bear a Governor-General’s book plate. But so it is, for here are to be seen all that remains 

of the volumes composing the Dalhousie Library formed in 1828, under the patronage of George 

Ramsay, 9th Earl of Dalhousie2, one of Wellington’s generals at Waterloo, Governor-General of 

Nova Scotia, 1816-1819, and Governor-General of Canada 1819-1828. 

 

Not only did the Earl assist the library with books, but he sent his portrait which was hung 

in the library building but is now to be seen in the township hall, four miles beyond Watson’s 

Corners. Another prized relic is a letter from the Earl’s son and successor3, which still has a place 

on the walls of the library in a curious old folding walnut frame. 

 

                                                             
1 Published at Montreal 1869-1968. 
2 Born 1770 and died 1838, Dalhousie Castle, Midlothian, Scotland. 
3 James Broun-Ramsay (1812-1860), 10th Earl of Dalhousie, later 1st Marquess of Dalhousie, Governor General of India 1848-1856. 



In 1820 Thomas Scott4 brought out 170 settlers to Dalhousie Township under the auspices 

of the Lesmahagow Emigration Society5, settling himself with his wife and seven children on the 

rear part of lot number twelve in the fourth concession.  

 

Wherever Scotsmen go, a St. Andrew’s Society springs into being, and it was so with the 

Lesmahagow emigrants. In 1826, they formed a St. Andrew’s Society and had it in mind to 

establish a library. The plans took definite shape at a meeting held in the school-house in the third 

concession, April 1, 1828, when, with Thomas Scott in the chair, it was resolved to form and keep 

up in all time coming a public library in the township. A petition was sent to Lord Dalhousie, who 

had visited Lanark County in 1820, asking his help and patronage. It was pointed out to the 

Governor-General that it was the intention to keep the library in a well-furnished hall near the 

center of population, with regulations with respect to keeping the books clean. 

 

Lord Dalhousie’s reply came from Quebec under date of August 11, 1828. It was 

addressed to Col. Wm. Marshall6, Perth, who had been consulted on the settler’s proposal: - 

 

“As you assure me … that the library will be well promoted and taken care of afterwards. 

I have great pleasure in contributing to an object so likely to do good. I beg my name may 

be put upon the list, and as for my subscription, I shall place it with Mr. Greig. You can 

draw for it when you choose, cashier Quebec Bank, payable to you, one hundred dollars 

to the funds of the Library. I shall send you two boxes of books of various matters, chiefly 

on agriculture, with a copy of the Encyclopedia Britannica as a foundation stone to less 

bulky works. I’ll send them by the boat.” 

 

Under date September 1, 1828, an address of appreciation of his generosity was sent to 

Lord Dalhousie bearing the signatures of the officers of the Library; Thomas Scott, Charles 

Baillie7, James Muir8, John McIntyre9, William Lambie10 and James Robertson11. The 

circumstances attending the formation of the Library are mentioned in the address which reads in 

part as follows: 

 

“Your lordship is aware that the greater part of the settlers in this township have emigrated 

from Scotland, where they had the opportunity of acquiring education and a considerable 

share of general intelligence. Duly appreciating these invaluable blessings, it was with 

painful feelings that we often reflected that our off-spring were too likely to be deprived of 

the like opportunities of improving their mind.  

 

 

                                                             
4 Thomas D. Scott (1792-c1860), Dalhousie C-4/L-12(W). 
5 The Lesmahagow Society was one of 45 British Government subsidized Emigration Societies that sent 2,850 settlers into the 

second tier of Lanark County’s townships in 1820 and 1821. The Lesmahagow Society sent emigrants in both years, 32 families in 
1820 and nine families in 1821. Thomas Scott was Secretary of the Lesmahagow Society and arrived in Dalhousie Township in 
1820. 
6 Colonel William Marshall (1774-1864), Lanark Settlement Superintendent 1820-1830. 
7 Charles Baillie (1799-1831), Dalhousie C-4/L-12(E). 
8 James Muir (1779-1867), Dalhousie C-3/L-10(W). 
9 John McIntyre, Dalhousie C-2/L-6. 
10 William Lambie, Dalhousie C-1/L-13. 
11 James Robertson (1786-1870), Dalhousie C-1/L-18(E). 



Two years ago, a number of us formed ourselves into a society called the Dalhousie St. 

Andrews Philanthropic Society, the design of which is to promote friendly intercourse and 

a mutual assistance in case of sickness or misfortune. Also to take the earliest opportunity 

of forming a library in order that the rising generation might be blessed with the means of 

acquiring that useful knowledge which we so highly value.  

 

The society’s anniversary meetings on the 30th of November have hitherto been held in a 

school-house. At our last meeting a number of gentlemen from Lanark and Perth, 

approving of the spirit of the institution, favored us with their presence, when the propriety 

of building a house for the use of the society and other laudable purposes was suggested 

and agreed to, to which they have liberally subscribed.  

 

This house is now nearly finished, in which there is to be a hall 32 feet by 22 inside, and 

is to be fitted up with presses for the depository of the library, which we trust will long 

remain a monument of Your Lordship’s generosity and prove to many yet unborn that Your 

Lordship was actuated by principles worthy of our country and your exalted rank.” 

 

Granny Cumming’s Corners or Watson’s Corners12, as it is now called, was becoming a 

kind of local center for the east and north of the township and here it was on the east half of lot 

12 in the third concession of Dalhousie, a few yards back from the present main highway, that St. 

Andrew’s Hall was built. 

 

The bookcases were made of pine by James Park13, who had emigrated from Rutherglen 

in 1820 and whose descendants still reside at Watson’s Corners. When the writer saw them the 

other day they were as sound as the day they were built, and the iron door fastenings fitted as 

snugly as when John Douglas14 the blacksmith forged them. 

 

On the eve of his departure from Canada, under date of 8th September 1828, Lord 

Dalhousie sent a packet of bookplates with his arms imprinted on them to be pasted on the books. 

 

On his death in 1838, the managers of the library sent a letter of condolence to his son 

and successor. It is the latter’s reply that has been so carefully preserved. It reads as follows. 

 

Dalhousie Castle, March 29, 1839, Gentlemen –  

 

I had the honor, several months ago, to receive your letter conveying to me in the kindest 

terms your sorrow for the loss which I had then recently sustained in the death of my 

father, Lord Dalhousie, and requested me to accept in his place of the membership and 

patronage of the Dalhousie Library Society and to continue to it the use of my coat-of-

arms.  

                                                             
12 The identity of ‘Granny Cumming’ is uncertain. In her book The Lanark Society Settlers (1991), Carol Bennett suggests that, “It 

would appear that she was Elisabeth Cumming, an 1820 settler of the Bridgeton Canadian Society and a widow who received 
payments for a family according to a voucher in 1822. There is no other trace of her. Mrs. Granny Cumming died in 1843 according 
to the diary of school teacher Robert Mason”. There is also reference to Watsons Corners by the name ‘Dalkeith’ in some very early 
sources. It was later renamed in honour of the village’s first innkeeper and postmaster, William Watson. 
13 Probably James Park Jr. (b.1789), Dalhousie C-3/L-23(W), possibly James Park Sr. (1766-c1856), Dalhousie Township C-3/L-

13(E). 
14 John Douglas (1784-1857), Dalhousie C-3/L-11. 



 

The letter did not reach me till late in the autumn and I judged it better to defer my reply 

until the opening of the season. That time has now arrived, and I delay no longer in offering 

my truest thanks for this mark of your attachment to the memory of my father. A token of 

respect such as this so feelingly worded issuing from a far distance and yet embracing 

many familiar Scottish names would at any time have been most interesting but now the 

events of that last sad year – which has swept from me both father and mother15, both of 

them which connected me with the country in which you live and in whose society I spent 

the happiest years of my life - have made me more than usually susceptible of kinship and 

sympathy. I feel your letter to be touching and gratifying in the highest degree.  

 

The circumstances under which the library was instituted were familiar to me and having 

been long accustomed to hear Lord Dalhousie speak of the prospects with interest I rejoice 

sincerely to learn its patronage. To your request that I would accept of the membership 

and patronage I acceded with pride and satisfaction and place heartily at your service the 

use of the arms of my family.  

 

The description which you give of the management and contents of the library are very 

satisfactory, and I trust you will adhere to the system of admitting to it none but such works 

of solid instruction and sound plenty as will make 

your children both useful and upright men of right 

based integrity, as well as men of useful 

knowledge.  

 

I have thought that to Scotsmen as you are I 

could not offer a more acceptable edition of your 

collection than the latest and best history of the 

land of your birth. There is now one in progress 

by Mr. Tyler, which is certainly the fullest and 

best that has yet been published16. As soon as it 

is completed, which may not be, however, for 

some little time, I will take the liberty of 

forwarding a copy to the society and I please 

myself with the hope that this book among 

others, may tend to preserve in your community 

the feelings and character of Scotsmen. It will 

also show your children that their forefathers 

were and what they did and so keep alive a 

Scottish spirit by inspiring them with an honest 

pride in the merits and fame of those who have 

gone before them thus strengthening that natural 

inclination so strongly marked in all of Scottish 

descent which makes their hearts graven to the 

names and the honors of ‘Auld Lang Sang’.  

                                                             
15 His father, the 9th Earl, died in March 1838 and his mother, Christine Broun-Ramsay, died in January 1839. 
16 The Earl is referring to Tyler’s History of Scotland, by Patrick Fraser Tyler (1791-1849), published by William Tait in nine volumes 

between 1828 and 1843. 



 

With the request that you will convey to the Dalhousie Library Society the expression of 

my gratitude for their friendship and attention, and in the hope that in all future occasions 

they will freely make use of my services if in any way I can be of service to them, I have 

the honor to remain, Sirs, your very obliged and very obedient, humble servant –  

Dalhousie. 

 

To Mr. Geo. Easton17, President, Mr. J. McIntyre18, Secretary 

Of the Dalhousie Library Society, Upper Canada 

 

The early donors of books are named in an old record bearing the date of 1st June 1847, 

as follows: 

 

1829 By His Excellency, the Earl of Dalhousie   … 116 

 Col. Wm. Marshall      …     6 

 Lord Bishop of Quebec, Hon. Charles Stewart19  …   37 

 Dr. Gemmill, 20 some tracts and    …     3 

 Wm. Morris,21 Perth      …     2 

A. Morris,22 Brockville     …     1 

Roderick Matheson23, Perth     …     1 

 

1830 Wm. Morris, Perth      …      6 

 Glasgow North American Colonial Society24   …    46 

 Lord Bishop of Quebec     …    12 

Henry J. Boulton25      …      4 

Mr. Sullivan,26 York      …      5 

 

1831 Rev. Wm. McAllister,27 Lanark    …      4 

 Malcolm Cameron,28 Perth     …      1 

 Alex. McInnis,29 Lanark     …      1 

                                                             
17 George Easton (1784-1848), Dalhousie C-3/L-16(W). 
18 John McIntyre, Dalhousie C-2/L-6. 
19 Charles James Stewart (1775-1837), Bishop of Quebec 1826-1837. 
20 Rev. Dr. John Gemmill (1760-1844), arrived with Glasgow Trongate Society in 1821, first preacher and first doctor in the Lanark 

Settlement. 
21 William Morris (1786-1858), Perth merchant, later Member of Parliament, elder brother of Alexander Morris Jr. 
22 Alexander Morris Jr. (1792-1851), Brockville merchant, younger brother of William Morris. 
23 Roderick Matheson (1793-1873), Perth merchant, Legislative Councillor, later Senator. 
24 Officially named ‘The Society for Promoting the Religious Interests of Scottish Settlers in British North America’, a voluntary 

missionary society, formed in 1825, for the purpose of providing Presbyterian clergy for the British North American colonies.   
25 Henry John Bolton (1790-1870), lawyer, Solicitor General, Attorney General, Judge, Legislative Assembly member, Member of 

Parliament. 
26 Apparently, Robert Baldwin Sullivan (1802-1853), lawyer, second Mayor of Toronto, Lieutenant-Governor’s Councillor, Legislative 

Councillor, Surveyor General, Judge. 
27 Rev. William McAllister (b.1802), Presbyterian clergyman at Lanark 1831-1842. 
28 Malcolm Cameron (1808-1876), merchant and businessman at Perth and Sarnia, founded Bathurst (later Perth) Courier 

newspaper (in partnership with his brother John), railway contractor, member of parliament, Canada Inspector of Revenue, 
Assistant Commissioner of Public Works, Postmaster General, Railway Commissioner, Queen’s Printer. 
29 Probably Alexander McInnes Jr. (b.1801), a shoemaker at Lanark. Alternately his father, Alexander McInnes Sr. (b.1769), Lanark 

Township C-3/L-13(W). 



 

In 1829 a contribution of one pound five shillings was sent by Rev. Dr. John Strachan30, 

later the first bishop of Toronto. 

 

In 1832 the library consisted of 500 volumes. In 1847 the number of books had reached 

890, which seems to have been about the maximum. Evil days came in the 1880s and in 1900 

the membership had dwindled to twelve and the books numbered about 350. And then the hall 

disappeared, and the books and presses were removed elsewhere. Today they rest in the 

Temperance Hall before mentioned. 

 

Books were issued every two months, and the members came with bags of books on their 

shoulders to exchange them from as great a distance as fifteen miles. “Library day was just like 

fair day. Such of the volumes as have survived give token by their battered condition of their 

journeying” to and fro.  

 

The twenty volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, third edition, bound in leather, still 

hold their places on the shelves, as do a set of Edinburg Almanacs from 1820 to 1845, the gift of 

Col. Marshall. Still in pristine condition is an Army List of 1828. But an odd volume of two remain 

of Gibbon’s Rome and Hume’s History of England, and the mice are finding nourishment in stray 

volumes of John Owen’s Sermons, William’s Sermons, and the Works of Josephus. According to 

Senator Haydon31 in ‘Pioneer Sketch’s of the District of Bathurst’, the poems of Burns and Scott 

and the essays of Macaulay and Carlyle also found places on the shelves, as well as the lives of 

Napoleon, of Nelson, and of Mary Queen of Scots, with Chamber’s Journal, Hugg’s Inspection, 

and volumes of agricultural and horticultural interest. ‘The Transactions of the Library and 

Philosophical Society of New York, vol. 1, 1815’ is still in good shape, but with the fewest of 

exceptions the days of the books as units in the lending library are past and a score or more of 

the best-preserved ones should be collected and carefully preserved in some museum, before 

they, like the original library building, disappear forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
30 Reverend John Strachan (1778-1867), member of the Executive Council of Upper Canada (1815-1836) as well as the Legislative 

Council (1820-1841), advisor to the Lieutenant-Governors of Upper Canada, First Anglican Bishop of Toronto, fierce supporter of 
anti-republican Tory principles and of the Church of England as the established church of Upper Canada. 
31 Andrew Haydon (1867-1932), lawyer, historian, senator 1924-1932, author of Pioneer Sketches of the District of Bathurst (1925) 

and Mackenzie King and the Liberal Party (1930). 


