
Brockville Petition 1815 
 

A Plea for Better Prospects than Perth 

 

 

During the winter of 1815-1816 the party of about 40 Scots families, who had arrived in Canada 

the previous June via the ships Atlas, Baltic Merchant, Dorothy and Eliza, and were spending the 

winter in barracks at Brockville, sent a scouting party north of the Rideau River. Having had a look 

at the area of their future homes around the yet to be surveyed Perth Military Settlement, they 

were not pleased. Concluding that the Bay of Quinte area offered better prospects than the Perth 

settlement, on December 28, 1815 they addressed a petition1, “…. presented, through the 

medium of Dr. [Alexander] Thom …”, to Upper Canada Lieutenant Governor Francis Gore. 

________________ 

 

The petition of the subscribers, settlers from Scotland, Humbly sheweth: 

 

That the petitioners emigrated from Scotland with the intention of settling in Upper Canada, and 

after having undergone numberless hardships and privations have arrived at Brockville, back from 

which place it is proposed to settle them; but, as they understand, this place not be positively fixed 

upon, they have presumed to make the present application to Your Excellency, humbly trusting 

that you will permit them to settle farther up the country. 

 

The petitioners will humbly state the reasons which make them reluctant to settle on the Rideau, 

and likewise the inducements they have to proceed up. The crops in the Rideau are subject to 

hurt from early frosts; the lands are badly watered for cattle, at an immense distance from the St. 

Lawrence, and no water conveyance for their wood and produce. These are the reasons which 

chiefly prepossess them against the Rideau.  

 

To these allow them to urge the advantages of the Upper Country – a great superiority of soil and 

climate, a much longer season for carrying on farming operations, and many other smaller 

advantages appear of incalculable advantage to them.  

 

The petitioners, in urging their request of being settled farther up, would beg of Your Excellency 

to consider that they have left their native country, many dear friends and relations, suffered many 

hardships with large families, and submitted to numberless privations in order to obtain a 

settlement in this Province. How galling, then, would it be for them not to attain their object now 

when so near it, and how much disappointed would their friends and acquaintances be at home, 

who only wait for a favourable report from the petitioners before coming out to bless them here 

with their friendship and society. 

 

The petitioners will conclude with observing that, many difficulties as they have encountered, they 

would willingly undergo them again to obtain a settlement in the Upper County, but they flatter 

themselves that what is so much their wish and evidently so much to their advantage, will at once 

                                                           
1 As transcribed in ‘Pioneer Sketches in the District of Bathurst’ – Andrew Haydon (1925)  

 



make an impression on Your Excellency, and that you will appoint some eligible situation for them 

on Lake Ontario, at least fifty or sixty miles above Kingston. 

 

May it, therefore, please your Excellency to consider the foregoing petition and allow the 

petitioners to be settled further up the country, and that early enough not to lose another season, 

and that the situation may be as favourable as possible in respect to the conveyance of wood or 

produce. 

 

And your petitioners are: 

 

Francis Allen (for self), Robt. Gardner, and Arch. Morrison and John Bush 

 

John Allan   John Flood   Thos. Barber 

James Fraser   Otto Thid   Hugh McKay 

Robt. Gibson   John Millar   Thomas Cuddie 

James Taylor   Thomas McLean  Wm. McGillivary 

W. Holdernup   Geo. Wilson   John Holliday 

W. Scott   Wm. Johnstone  John Ferrier 

John Kingston   William Old   Abraham Ferven 

________________ 

 

Despite the fact that, with land surveys so long delayed, even Governor General of the Canadas 

Gordon Drummond was, as late as February 1816, of the opinion the Perth Settlement scheme 

was impractical, and that the settlers’ request was not unreasonable, Lieutenant Governor Gore 

was unsympathetic. By March surveyors were at work and the Brockville group was told to 

complete their trek to Perth; the first of their group began drawing Location Tickets in the 

Townships of Bathurst, Burgess, Drummond and Elmsley on April 17, 1816. 
- Ron W. Shaw 


