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                                                                                         Deputy Adjutant General’s Office 

                                                                                                  Quebec, 18th May, 1816 

 

                                 GENERAL ORDERS 

 

                                      The Orders and Instructions of His Royal Highness the Prince Re- 

                                 gent having been received for the immediate Reduction of the Fenci- 

                                 ble Corps in British North America, together with the Commands of  

                                 His Excellency the Commander of the Forces for carrying these Re- 

                                 ductions into effect, they are accordingly to take place as soon as  

                                 may be possible, after their Arrival at the following Places; viz. 

 

                                     Glengarry Light Infantry at Kingston. 

                                     Canadian Fencibles at Montreal. 

                                     The Royal Newfoundland Regiment and Nova Scotia Fencibles are  

                                  to be reduced on their Arrival in the Province of Nova Scotia. 

 

                                     Such Men serving in the Nova  Scotia  Fencibles, being Natives of  

                                 Canada, as may  be  desirous  of  receiving  their  Discharges  in  this  

                                 Province, will be permitted to do so. 

 

                                     His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent’s  Authority having also  

                                 been received for  the  Reduction  and  Discharge  of such part of the  

                                 Regiment  De Meuron  and  De Watteville  as may be desirous of be- 

                                 coming  Settlers, no time must be lost  in  ascertaining  the  wishes of  

                                 the  Officers  and  Men  of  those  Corps on this point, in transmitting  

                                 nominal Returns of them to this Office, to that of the Deputy Quarter  

                                 Master  General,  and  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Settlement  of  



                                 which they make choice, in settling  their  Accounts, and  forwarding  

                                 to Head-Quarters  Estimates  for  the Two  Months  Advance  of  Pay  

                                 which  such  Officers  and  Men  will be entitled  to receive  from the  

                                 Date of  their Decision and Discharge respectively.  Colonel  Darling  

                                 will superintend the partial Reduction of the Regiment De Meuron. 

 

                                     Major General De Watteville will superintend and carry into effect  

                                 the  Reduction  of  the  Glengarry  Fencibles, and that of such part of  

                                 his own Regiment  as may  choose  to  become  Settlers, or to receive  

                                 their  Discharges, in Upper  Canada, and will  strictly  conform to the  

                                 Instructions contained in  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent’s  

                                 Warrant, of  which  Copy  is  annexed, and which  is to be read at the  

                                 Head  of  every Company, and to those contained in the Circular Let- 

                                 ter of  the Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  at  War to Commanding  

                                 Officers of Fencible Corps, of which Copy is also annexed to this  

                                 Order. 

 

                                     Such Officers and Men of the Fencible and Foreign Corps alluded  

                                 to, who may avail  themselves of  the  gracious  Offers  of  Land, and  

                                 other  Encouragements  which have been held out to them during the  

                                 War  with  the  United  States (as  the  best  Testimony  of  the  Sense  

                                 which His  Majesty’s  Government entertains of their faithful Servic- 

                                 es), are to be forwarded to the Settlement on the Rideau, or to that on  

                                 the  St.  Francis (according to their Option), where they will immedi- 

                                 ately receive from the Superintendent Location Tickets, conforma- 

                                 ble to the  annexed  Schedule, and  upon  the Conditions expressed in  

                                 the  General  Order of  the 7th June, 1815; viz.  That the Grantee shall  

                                 immediately settle thereon, and that the Lands cannot be alienated or  

                                 disposed of until he shall have resided upon  and cultivated a reason- 

                                 able Proportion of the same for the Term of Three Years. 

 

                                                                      S C H E D U L E 

                                                                                                                       Acres 

                                          Lieutenant Colonel --------------------------------- 1,200 

                                          Major ------------------------------------------------- 1,000 

                                          Captain -----------------------------------------------    800 

                                          Subaltern ---------------------------------------------   500 

                                          Serjeant Major & Quarter-Master Serjeant ------   300 

                                          Serjeant -----------------------------------------------   200 

                                          Privates -----------------------------------------------   100 

 

                                     The Superintendents  will  mark on the back of  the Discharges of  

                                 each  Non Commissioned Officer and Soldier becoming a Settler, the  

                                 Date of his Location, specifying  also  the Township, Number of Lot,  

                                 and Concession. 

 



                                     Such Men of  the  Canadian Fencibles  as  may  make  choice  of  

                                 Lands in Upper Canada, will be discharged at Kingston. 

 

                                     It is to be clearly understood, that no Officer or Man is to be inclu- 

                                 ded  in  the  Estimate  for  the Two  Months  Advance of  Pay, except  

                                 such as may remain in this Country; the  other  Officers  and Soldiers  

                                 are to receive that  Donation  on their Arrival in England, until which  

                                 Period they are of course  to continue to receive Pay;  and in estimat- 

                                 ing for the advance Pay for such as remain, the Pay  Master must ob- 

                                 serve  that the net  Pay  is to be included in one Estimate, the amount  

                                 to  be  received  from  the Deputy  Pay-Master  General  in  the usual  

                                 manner, and  the  stoppage in lieu of  Rations  to the Men  at  6d. in a  

                                 separate one, as the latter can only be issued from the Extraordinari- 

                                 es of the Army. 

 

                                     The portion of De Watteville’s Regiment  which may not accept of  

                                 Settlements  in  this  Country, are to be sent  to Montreal  for the pur- 

                                 pose of being embarked for Europe, together with the remains of De  

                                 Meuron’s Regiment, as soon as Transport can be provided. 

 

                                     The Non Commissioned Officers and Men of  the Fencible Corps,  

                                 being  Natives  of  Great  Britain, who may wish to return to Europe,  

                                 are, with their Wives and Children, to be sent to Quebec immediately  

                                 after being disbanded, under the Command of  such  Officers  of  the  

                                 Corps as also may be desirous of returning home.  The Commissariat  

                                 at the several Posts  will furnish them with a Conveyance to Quebec,  

                                 where, on their Arrival, the necessary Transport to Great Britain will  

                                 be provided. 

 

                                     The Officer in Command of these Men will immediately, on arriv- 

                                 ing in Great  Britain, transmit to the  Secretary at War  the Returns of  

                                 the  Non Commissioned Officers and Men brought home, as required  

                                 by the Seventh Article of the Warrant for disbanding the Corps. 

 

                                     In the Return  required  is  particularly  to  be  mentioned, opposite  

                                 each Man’s  Name, the Date of his Enlistment, and his Time of Serv- 

                                 ice in other Regiments;  and  particular  attention must be paid to fill- 

                                 ing  each  Man’s  Record-Book  with  the  Statement of  his Account,  

                                 Services, Claims, &c. verified by the Signatures of the Commanding  

                                 Officer and Adjutant. 

 

                                     The Arms, Ammunition  and  Camp  Equipment  (and all Appoint- 

                                 ments  not  belonging  to  the Colonel of  the Regiment)  at present in  

                                 possession  of  the  Corps about to be Reduced, are to be delivered in  

                                 to  the  Persons  in  charge  of  the  Ordnance Stores  at Kingston and  

                                 Montreal, the necessary acquittances being taken for the same. 



 

                                     The  Officers  Commanding  these  Corps will  upon the reduction  

                                 taking  place, transmit to  the  Deputy  Adjutant  General’s  Office at  

                                 Quebec, a Return of the Names of the Officers Reduced, distinguish- 

                                 ing such as may hold from the King  any other Commission or Emol- 

                                 ument Civil or Military, disqualifying them from the receipt of  Half- 

                                 Pay –  Also Returns of their respective Corps  at the time of disband- 

                                 ing, distinguishing the  Names of  those  Men  who wish to remain in  

                                 this Country –  of  those  recommended for the Chelsea  Pension, and  

                                 of those desirous of returning to Great Britain. 

 

                                     All Officers and Men of the Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles in  

                                 the  Lower  Province  will proceed  without  delay  to Kingston  to be  

                                 present at the Reduction of  the Corps, those of  the Canadian Fenci- 

                                 bles (not having received  permission to the contrary) to Montreal for  

                                 the same purpose. 

 

                                     The  following  movements of  Troops  with a view to the relief of  

                                 the Glengarry and Canadian Fencibles  are ordered to take place im- 

                                 mediately, viz. 

 

                                     A strong Company of the 70th Regiment  under a Captain will pro- 

                                 ceed from Kingston to York to relieve the Glengarry  Light  Infantry  

                                 which on being relieved is to proceed to Kingston. 

 

                                     Four Companies  of  the  37th Regiment  with the Head Quarters of  

                                 the Regiment from Amherstburg to Fort George  to relieve the Cana- 

                                 dian  Fencibles –  A Field Officer to be left in charge of the 2 Comp- 

                                 anies of the 37th Regiment at Amherstburg. 

 

                                     One Company of  the  37th Regiment  under Major  Cochrane from  

                                 Drummond’s  Island by the Route of  Nottawasaga, to York from the  

                                 Garrison of that Post – on the arrival of this Company at York that of  

                                 the 70th will return to Kingston. 

 

                                     The 100th Regiment  to  Montreal  on  receipt of route  for that pur- 

                                 pose. 

 

                                                                                       (Signed)      JOHN HARVEY, 

                                                                                                             Lt.-Col. Dy-Adj-Gen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 By His Royal Highness The Prince Regent of the  

                                   United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
 

                                         WHEREAS We have been pleased to order the     78,380 

                                 Canadian  Regiment of  Fencible Infantry, the Glen- 

                                 garry Regiment of Fencible Infantry, the New Bruns- 

                                 wick Regiment  of  Fencible  Infantry, and the Nova  

                                 Scotia Regiment of Fencible Infantry, to be forthwith  

                                 disbanded, and discontinued on the establishment of 

                                 the  army;  our will and pleasure  therefore  is, in the  

                                 name, and on  the behalf of  His  Majesty, that in the  

                                 doing  thereof, you  or  the officer appointed by you, 

                                 for  this  service, do cause the  following  rules to be 

                                 strictly observed. 

 

                                       1st.   An  exact  muster is to be taken by the Pay-     Muster 

                                 Master of the several Companies of the said corps, 

                                 up to the day of disbandment inclusive. 

 

                                       2d.   The spare arms, and tents, if any, are to be  

                                 returned into the stores of ordnance, and acquittanc-     Arms, Tents 

                                 es are to be taken for the same, from  such  persons      & Camp Nec- 

                                 as shall be  appointed  to receive them –  The spare      essaries. 

                                 camp  necessaries, are also to be returned into pub- 

                                 lic stores. 

 

                                       3d.   The  quarters  of  each  company  are to be  

                                 duly cleared; and the accompts of the men are to be      Quarters & 

                                 made up, and all their  just  pretensions completely      Accompts of 

                                 satisfied, to the time of their being dismissed.               the Men 

 

                                       4th.   Each non-commissioned officer, drummer,       Clothing of 

                                 and  private  man, who shall  be  disbanded, is to be      discharged Men 

                                 permitted to carry away with him, his knapsack and             &c. 

                                 his  proper  regimental  clothing  for  the year 1816, 

                                 but  if, from any  circumstance  the clothing for that 

                                 year  has not been, and cannot now be, delivered  to  

                                 them  before  the  date of disbandment, then, and in 

                                 such case only, they are to receive compensation in 

                                 lieu thereof, for the periods of their several  claims, 

                                 at the rates  prescribed  by the regulations for cloth- 

                                 ing dated 15th July 1812, the amount of which is of  

                                 course  to be paid  by  the  Agent, on the part of the 

                                 Colonel, and is not to be charged by the Pay-Master 

                                 in his public accompts, viz: – 

 



                                 Each Serjeant, at the rate of -------- £3  0 0 per annum 

                                 Each Corporal, Drummer or Private  1 13 0     ditto. 

 

                                       5th.   The great coats in wear, will also be allowed      Great Coats 

                                 to be taken away  by  the  non-commissioned officers     ditto. 

                                 and  men  who  may  be  discharged, if the same shall  

                                 have been  actually  worn  for the space of two years;  

                                 but if not they are to be carefully packed up, and dep- 

                                 osited in  the public stores  to be hereafter used as oc- 

                                 casion may require. 

 

                                       6th.   Before  disbanding  the  Canadian, Glengary       Offers of 

                                 and  New  Brunswick  Regiments,  Settlements  upon      waste Land. 

                                 Waste  Lands, are  to be  offered  to  the  officers and  

                                 men; and such of  them as may accept the offer, are to  

                                 be marched  to  the  vicinity of  the  places  where the  

                                 Grants are to be made. –  Upon  this  subject  you will  

                                 have  received  specific  instructions  from  one of our  

                                 Secretaries of State. 

 

                                     The Nova  Scotia  Fencibles  are to be sent to Nova  

                                 Scotia for reduction, and the Newfoundland Fencibles 

                                 are also to  be  reduced  in that Province, where offers 

                                 of  settlement on waste lands are, in like manner, to be 

                                 made to the officers and men previously to reduction. 

 

                                      7th.  You will take such measures for sending home    Non-Commis- 

                                 the Disbanded Non-Commissioned Officers and Men,    sioned Officers 

                                 who shall be  desirous of  returning  to  Great  Britain,    and Men re- 

                                 as shall be found  best  for  our  service;  and you will     turning home. 

                                 cause such  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and Men to  

                                 embark with their Wives and Children under the Com- 

                                 mand of one or more  of  the Commissioned  Officers,  

                                 who return to England. 

 

                                     The Non-Commissioned Officers and Men are to be  

                                 accounted with for their net Pay during the passage, ac- 

                                 cording to our Regulations. 

 

                                     You are to order the Commissioned Officer or Offic- 

                                 ers whom you shall appoint to take charge of  the Non- 

                                 Commissioned  Officers and Men on their passage, im- 

                                 mediately on arriving in this country to transmit to our  

                                 Secretary at War  through the Officer Commanding  at  

                                 the Post, where they shall arrive, a Return of the names  

                                 of the said Non-Commissioned  Officers and Men, dis- 



                                 tinguishing such as may be recommended for the Chel- 

                                 sea  Pension, when our further orders will be signified  

                                 concerning them. 

 

                                      8th.   The Officers who  upon being appointed, pro-     Pay and Half 

                                 ceeded from the United  Kingdom  to  join  the Corps,      Pay of Offic- 

                                 and shall be desirous of returning on this occasion, are      ers. 

                                 to receive the usual  advance of Pay, and upon applica- 

                                 tion through the Regimental Agents they will have the  

                                 advance extended so, that  they may receive an allow- 

                                 ance of Two Months Pay from the dates of their arriv- 

                                 al in Great  Britain or Ireland, provided the same shall   

                                 not have  been unnecessarily  protracted. – Those who  

                                 remain abroad are to receive the like allowance of two  

                                 months Pay from the date of Disbandment, or from the  

                                 time when they arrive  at  the  places  where they shall  

                                 obtain grants of Land. The Officers who have Perman- 

                                 ent Rank will be entitled to Half Pay, according to the  

                                 Letters of Service for raising the said Corps, commenc- 

                                 ing from the dates to which  their  Full  Pay  shall have  

                                 been issued. 

 

                                     9th.   And to the end that the several individuals con- 

                                 cerned may be sensible  of  the  care  we have taken of  

                                 them  upon  their  Disbandment, you are to cause these  

                                 Our Directions to be read at the head of each Company. 

 

                                      Given at Our Court at Carlton House, this      day of 

                                            March 1816, in the Fifty-Sixth Year of His Maj- 

                                            esty’s Reign. 

 

                                                        By Command of His Royal Highness the 

                                                              Prince Regent, in the Name and on the  

                                                              Behalf of His Majesty. 

 

                                 To Our Trusty and Well Beloved Sir John Coape Sher- 

                                       brooke, G.C.B. Commanding Our Forces in North 

                                       America, or to the Officer appointed to disband the 

                                       several Regiments of Fencible Infantry above men- 

                                       tioned. 

                                                                     ______________ 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 (COPY.) 

                                                                           W A R  O F F I C E, 11th March, 1816. 

 

                                     SIR, 

 

                                                   It being intended that the Regiment under your command,  

                                 shall be forthwith disbanded  and  discontinued  on the establishment  

                                 of the Army, I  am commanded to acquaint you therewith, and to sig- 

                                 nify to you  His Royal Highness the Prince Regent’s  pleasure, in the  

                                 name  and  on  the behalf of  His  Majesty, that you do forthwith take  

                                 the proper steps to expedite the final  settlement  of  the Accompts of  

                                 the Corps, to ascertain the claims of each individual belonging there- 

                                 to, and to arrange any other measures that may be necessary, in order  

                                 that no difficulty may occur in carrying the disbandment completely  

                                 into effect, upon the arrival of  the Officer  who shall be appointed to  

                                 superintend that service. 

 

                                        The claims of every individual present with the Corps, or in Am- 

                                 erica, are to be finally  settled by the  Pay Master;  and in the cases in  

                                 which  any  of  the  Officers  and  Men  may be in this country, at the  

                                 time  of  disbandment, the Pay  Master  is to  transmit  to the Agent a  

                                 statement  of  the  balance  due  to each individual, in order that their  

                                 claims may be settled  hereafter, upon  their  own  application  to  the  

                                 Agent, without  difficulty or delay;  a duplicate of which statement is  

                                 to be sent to the Office for Military Accompts. 

 

                                        You will be pleased to transmit  to this  Office, a  separate  state- 

                                 ment of the names of the officers who are to be reduced to Half  Pay,  

                                 distinguishing those who may hold  any  other Commission of Office  

                                 of  emolument, Civil  or  Military, under  His  Majesty, disqualifying  

                                 them  from  the receipt of  Half  Pay, and also specifying the place of  

                                 their intended residence. 

 

                                        The Non-effective and Contingent  Allowances of  the Captains,  

                                 and  other  Regimental  Allowances, are to cease from the day of dis- 

                                 banding, inclusive. 

 

                                        Care is to be taken that the dates on which the Men are severally  

                                 discharged, be inserted in the Regimental Pay Lists, in the column of  

                                 remarks. 

 

                                        The  sums  due  to Men  who  have  deserted, are, as  usual, to be  

                                 credited in the Pay Master’s Public Accompts, in the manner pointed  

                                 out in the form of Regimental Pay Lists. 

 

 



                                        The  usual Casualty Returns, made  up  to  the  date  of  disband- 

                                 ment, are  to  be  transmitted  to  this  Office, and the sums remaining  

                                 due on  account of the effects and credits of deceased  Men, are to be  

                                 immediately remitted by the Pay Master to the Agent. 

 

                                        The Pay Master is to  balance  his  final Accompts, exactly, with  

                                 the Agent, and is to insert in the  Pay  List  his  intended  place of ab- 

                                 ode;  he is also to communicate to the  Office for Military Accompts,  

                                 and to  the Agent, every  change  of  his  residence  which  may  take  

                                 place, before the final adjustment of his Regimental Accompts. 

                                        I  take this opportunity of mentioning, that it has lately occurred,  

                                 in many instances, that  Men  producing  discharges at Chelsea, have  

                                 alledged  that the discharges did not contain all the particulars which  

                                 they would have wished to have come regularly under the considera- 

                                 tion of the Chelsea Board; it is therefore extremely desirable, that es- 

                                 pecial care be taken, that the discharges of the Men  returning  to this  

                                 country,  and  recommended  for  the  out  Pension, may  shew  every  

                                 proper  ground  of all claim that  each  Man  may have, on account of  

                                 his  services, wounds, or  other  disability;  for  which  purpose,  each  

                                 Man  who is so  discharged, should  be  personally  examined  by the  

                                 Surgeon, who should also sign each discharge. 

 

                                        Further  instructions  upon the disbandment of the Corps, will be  

                                 communicated to you  by  the  Officer  Commanding  His  Majesty’s  

                                 Forces in North America. 

 

                                        You will acknowledge the Receipt of this Letter, and  also report  

                                 the date of disbandment. 

 

                                                                                I have, &c. 

                                                                                                 (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

 

                                 Officer Commanding, 

                                        Regiment of Fencible Infantry. 

 

 

 

 


