
 

Perth Military Settlement Arrival Route 
 

1816-1817 

 

From Brockville the first arrivals at the Perth Military Settlement followed three different routes, 

evolving from one to another over the course of 1816-1817.  

 

1- In March 1816 the exploratory party (Cockburn, Sherwood, Otty and Daverne) came up 

the existing road as far as Stone Mills (Delta), on through the bush to what is now the 

village of Portland, down the frozen Rideau Lake to what is now Rideau Ferry, then 

through the bush to Otty Lake, down Jebb’s Creek to the Tay, and up the Tay to the 

present location of Perth. 

 

2- By April 1816 the first settlers (the civilians who had wintered at Brockville and the first 

soldier-settlers, largely men of the Glengarry Light Infantry) came up the existing road as 

to Stone Mills (Delta), on through the bush to what is now the village of Portland, then by 

scow down Rideau Lake & River and up the Tay as far as Pikes Falls (Port Elmsley), 

around the falls by ox sled, and then either (a) by scow up the Tay or (b) by ox sled 

along the trail cut from Perth to Montague C-3/L-30 (near present day Smiths Falls). 

 

3- By the fall and winter of 1816-1817 settlers travelled from Brockville to Stone Mills 

(Delta), then along a new trail cut to the Rideau River at Oliver’s Ferry (Rideau Ferry) 

and on north to Perth … the route that would be used almost exclusively until the Rideau 

Canal opened in 1832. 

 

The above conclusions are based on the following information. Square brackets are mine. 

 
- Ron W. Shaw 

 

 

Pioneer Sketches in the District of Bathurst 

Andrew Haydon. 1925 
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Quoting Superintendent Alexander McDonnell (March 1816) – “We found Pike Creek [Tay River], 

in the rear of Elmsley and Burgess, to be a fine river, winding through the townships No.1 

[Bathurst] and No.2 [Drummond], with excellent land on both its banks. We all proceeded down 

the Rideau Lake ten miles to the Carrying Place [Rideau Ferry], left our sleighs, crossed the neck 

of land, then the inner lake, which Col. [Francis] Cockburn named Otty Lake, to where it 

commenced to run in a stream [Jebb Creek] which finally enters into Pike Creek [Tay River]. Here 

it was concluded that the settlement should commence on the east bank of that creek, in Township 

No.2 [Drummond]. Captain [Reuben] Sherwood stating that he would open a road before the 



sleighs arrived, being but four miles to cut, including the portage between the lake and the shore 

from a bend in the small creek running from Otty Lake called by Colonel Cockburn, Jebb Creek, 

and from that spot, Messrs. Sherwood and [Daniel] Daverne stated that a road may easily be 

opened in twenty days to lot number 30 in the 3rd concession of Montague [Matheson/Smiths 

Falls] …. I have contracted for a storehouse of 60 feet by 20, to be completed in three weeks, 

for £70 currency” 
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The sleighs, with the stores and supplies, together with settlers and discharged soldiers, forthwith 

began to leave Brockville, with the aid of Lieutenant McKeever, and all were expected to assist 

the Government party now opening the road to the east bank of Pike Creek, in township No.2 

[Drummond], and from thence down to the third concession of Montague [Smiths Falls]. 

 

On March 25th Reuben Sherwood finally reported to Colonel Cockburn … “I have been to the 

mouth of the Pike River, and sleighs at this moment might come up it over the rapids. I, therefore, 

conclude that boats may be brought up in the summer ….” 
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During the spring and summer of 1816 transportation routes from the St. Lawrence inland was 

over the course so recently travelled by McDonnel and Colonel Cockburn. The road led north-

westwards from Brockville, some twenty-six miles, to the ‘Stone Mills’, then owned by a man 

named Jones, and situated near the easterly [westerly] end of Upper Beverley lake, in the 

township of Bastard, and then north to the Rideau Lake, some twelve miles more, and near to the 

site of the present village of Portland. From this place an old settler by the name of Lindsay 

assisted in the transport down the lake ten miles or so, and on to the newly established depot on 

the Pike River [Port Elmsley]. 
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Description by David Kilburn UEL … I was also employed by the Commissariat Department in the 

settlement of the emigrants who first settled in Perth and vicinity in 1816. I forwarded all the 

families by wagons to the Bay (now the village of Portland) and had to cut a road the last three 

miles to reach the lake. Thence in a large scow, they were taken down the Rideau lake below 

Oliver’s Ferry, to a deep bay above the mouth of the River Tay; then down on ox-sleds through 

the woods about a mile and a half to the Tay above (now) Pike Falls; then in another scow up the 

River Tay to the Depot – the present town of Perth. The following autumn [1816] a road was cut 

by Peter Howard, MP, from the present site of Toledo to Oliver’s Ferry and Perth, nearly on the 

line now travelled. The first season [1816] getting the settlers, their baggage, seed, etc. 

transported from Brockville to the settlement, cost the Government $3.25 per hundred; the next 

two winters [1816/1817 & 1817/1818] the direct road being open, it was done for from one half to 

three-quarters of a dollar per hundred. 

 



A Pioneer History of the County of Lanark 

Jean S. McGill, 1968 
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On 16th March Colonel Cockburn and Captain Otty, of the Navy, arrived at Brockville, and, 

together with Sherwood and Daverne, McDonnel set out for the Rideau Lake area. The travelled 

down the lake to the ‘Carrying Place’ (Oliver’s Ferry) where they left their sleighs, and crossed 

the neck of land to a smaller inner lake which Colonel Cockburn named Otty Lake after the 

Captain. A creek connected Otty Lake with Pike Creek (the Pike was later changed to Tay, after 

the river in Scotland) and it was decided that the Settlement should commence on the east bank 

of this creek, in Township No.2 or Drummond as it was later called. 

 

By 26th March he had blazed a trail from Perth’s ‘Depot’ to a point on the Rideau Lake now known 

as Port Elmsley … 

 

During the spring and summer of 1816 steady traffic proceeded along the route set by McDonnell 

and Cockburn. The incomers travelled by wagon north from Brockville some 26 miles to Stone 

Mills [Delta] at the eastern [sic-western] end of Upper Beverly Lake in the Township of Bastard, 

then north to the Rideau lake, 12 miles further, near the present village of Portland. 

 

From Here they were conveyed down the Rideau by scow, owned by an old settler named 

Lindsay. From a bay above the mouth of the Pike Creek [Tay River] they travelled by ox-sled 

through the woods about a mile and half to the point on the Pike above Pike Falls. Another Scow 

took them up the Pike River to Perth. 

 

Hints To Immigrants 

 

Reverend William Bell, 1824 

Appendix – Letter-1: Andrew Bell, son of Rev. William Bell 

 

Early in the spring of 1816 a party of men [from among the Scots settlers wintering at Brockville], 

along with some surveyors, and under the direction of Captain McEver, went to mark out and cut 

a road to the land on which they were to settle. The new township which had been surveyed were 

Bathurst, Drummond and part of Beckwith.  

 

The country, for about half of the distance, was settled and partly cleared. But the other half of 

their way lay through the forest, where there was not the least trace of a road, and where no 

people of any civilized nation had ever lived. As they had some sledges with provisions with them, 

which could not be brought through the woods, they were obliged to find direction, upon the ice.  

 

They reached the place where the town of Perth now stands, on the afternoon of the 22nd March. 

The snow was then between two and three feet deep, and the weather very cold. Here, in the 

midst of an immense forest, and many miles from any human habitations, they were obliged to 



sleep in the open air. They made themselves beds on the snow, of small twigs and branches of 

the hemlock trees, and, buried in these, with large fires on each side of them, they passed their 

first night’s residence in Perth. 

 

As soon as possible, they built some huts to hold the stores, and then proceeded to mark out and 

clear the road through the woods to the front, which occupied them the greater part of a month 

…. 


